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10:00
Take the funicular back down the hill and 
head south along Pio Nono for a short 
walking tour, darting off along side 
streets to check out colourful sidewalk 
mosaics and colonial buildings 
camoufl aged in murals. Cross the trickle 
of water that is Rio Mapocho and walk 
west along Merced into Santiago’s hub 
of hipsterdom, Barrio Bellas Artes. Order 
a quick coffee at Colmado Coffee & 
Bakery (346 Merced) and continue past 
the bookshops, music stores and fashion 
boutiques to Santiago’s historic heart at 
Plaza de Armas. This palm-fi lled plaza is 

the site of some of Santiago’s most 
impressive colonial architecture. 

11:30
Just beyond the plaza lies the city 
centre’s best attraction, The Chilean 
Museum of Pre-Columbian Art 
(361 Bandera, precolombino.cl). It 
is a treasure trove of indigenous 
artefacts that tell the story of nearly 
100 pre-Columbian societies, from the 
tip of South America to modern Mexico. 
Recently reopened after a three-year 
facelift, this thoughtfully restored ❯ 

Plaza de Armas 
(above and 
inset, 10am); 
San Cristobal 
Hill (opposite, 
9am)

9:00 
Start the day on the late side with a 
500m funicular ride to the top of San 
Cristobal Hill, where a 22m statue of the 
Virgin Mary will be waiting with open 
arms. San Cristobal is the highest of 
three hills that make up Santiago 
Metropolitan Park, and it’s the best 
place to get your bearings. Grab an 
obligatory mote con huesillo 
(a refreshing, if odd, concoction of 
husked wheat and peach juice) and 
gaze out over this urban jungle tucked 
between the arid coastal range and the 
snow-capped Andes.

Sandwiched between the pounding Pacific Ocean and the mighty 
Andes mountain range lies the Chilean capital of Santiago. Once seen 
as simply a stopover en route to Patagonia, Easter Island and Atacama, 
the driest non-polar desert on earth, this thriving metropolis of seven 
million people is no longer a city willing to be overlooked. These days, 
Santiago is out to surprise, with revitalised artist enclaves, a towering new 
skyline and a host of innovative restaurants reinventing the local cuisine 
to provide a worthy match for Chile’s stellar wines. 
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Santiago

From its old city centre to 
“Sanhattan” – the glistening 
business district – Santiago 
is a patchwork of barrios that 
yield galleries, gardens, gourmet 
treats and vibrant nightlife.
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felixba.com.ar) for designer menswear. 
This is also the best place in town to 
indulge in gourmet goodies. Sample local 
olive oils, red wine and goat’s cheese at 
Despensa 1893 (No.1634, despensa1893.
com) then drink some liquid cocoa at 
Xoco Por Ti chocolate bar (No.1634, 
xocoporti.com). Still hungry? Rende Bu 
Café (No.1609, rendebu.cl) is an ideal 
lunch stop, with its breezy interior patio, 
fresh salads and juices, and barista coffee 
(a rarity in this Nescafé-loving country). 

14:30
The Santiago most tourists see is the city 
centre. It’s poorer and older, and full of 
character. Take a quick trip east of centre, 
however, and you’ll enter the glistening 
business hub of “Sanhattan”, home to an 
ever-growing skyline that now includes 

Clockwise from 
above: Bocanáriz 
(5pm); Galería 
Animal interior and 
facade (3.30pm); 
pisco sour (5pm)

bocanariz.cl) where English-speaking 
waiters can talk you through fl ights of 
Chilean wine arranged by region. Scroll 
the menu for the daily selection of 
carmenère, Chile’s signature grape that 
was, until 20 years ago, thought to be a 
variety of merlot. Cocktail lovers prefer 
Chipe Libre next door. This “republic of 
pisco” offers a fantastic introduction to 
Chile’s beloved brandy, and is the best 
place to sample your fi rst pisco sour.

19:00
Santiago’s theatre scene has emerged in 
recent years as one of the most exciting 
in Latin America, with GAM and Teatro 
Municipal – both less than 10 minutes 
by foot from the bars and restaurants 
of Lastarria – leading the charge. While 
GAM (227 Avenida Libertador Bernardo ❯ 

galeriaanimal.com), followed by 
Galería Patricia Ready (3125 Espoz, 
galeriapready.cl) and Galería Isabel 
Aninat (3100 Espoz, galeriaisabelaninat.cl). 
The more established art museums 
downtown are MAC and MNBA, but 
hunt out Vitacura’s industrial-chic art 
spaces, which exhibit an intriguing mix 
of emerging and established talent. At 
Galería Animal, for instance, paintings by 
Pablo Picasso and Joan Miró sit alongside 
Chilean contemporaries such as Gonzalo 
Cienfuegos and Jorge Tacla.

17:00
If Chile is known for one thing, it’s wine. 
Hunker down for happy hour in the 
Lastarria neighbourhood at possibly 
Santiago’s most buzzed-about vino bar, 
Bocanáriz (276 José Victorino Lastarria, 

the tallest building in Latin America. 
Sanhattan is the image Chile wants to 
project to the world, and perhaps the 
most modern and orderly stretch of 
cityscape on the continent. 

15:30 
After a quick siesta beneath skyscraper 
shadows in the meticulously crafted 
Parque Bicentenario, stroll down Avenida 
Alonso de Córdova into the heart of 
Vitacura, Santiago’s most exclusive barrio. 
Alonso de Córdova is like a mini Madison 
Avenue, lined with Santiago’s most 
luxurious shops. But the real reason 
to come here is to dip into the city’s 
top art galleries. There are half a dozen 
within walking distance of the main 
shopping strip. The fi nest is Galería 
Animal (3731 Avenida Nueva Costanera, 

200-year-old building houses exquisite 
Mesoamerican pottery, intricate Andean 
textiles and anthropomorphic vessels 
from across the Americas. Unlike most 
museums in town, the displays have 
English translations.

13:00
Santiago doesn’t reveal its charms as 
easily as other South American cities. 
They’re more compartmentalised in 
disparate pockets, and Barrio Italia is one 
of the best. Independently owned stores 
are popping up at a dizzying rate along 
the maze-like corridors of this recently 
and rapidly gentrifi ed artist enclave. 
Some of the best can be found along 
Avenida Italia, including Lynch deco y + 
(No.1206) for textiles; Blasko (No.1439, 
blasko.cl) for shoes; and Felix (No.1609, 
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Clockwise from 
right:  “Sanhattan” 

skyline (2.30pm); 
Chilean Museum of 
Pre-Columbian Art 

(11.30am); Lynch 
deco y + (1pm)
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23:00 
A perfect day in Santiago would surely 
end on the rooftop of Sarita Colonia 
(40 Loreto). This audacious addition 
to Santiago’s restobar scene boasts 
“cross-dress Peruvian gastronomy” 
(aka Asian-Latin fusion) and an aesthetic 
that could only be described as Catholic 
kitsch, with a confessional, faux 
cemetery, stained glass and life-sized 
statue of Sarita Colonia, the patron saint 
of misfi ts. Opened in late 2014 by the 
country’s top interior designer, Sarita 
Colonia is surprisingly chic without 
feeling the least bit fussy. It’s also the 
see-and-be-seen bar of the moment, 
with a cocktail menu that is as 
mouth-watering as the tapas list. A

MY INVENTED COUNTRY
Isabel Allende (Harper Perennial)

Allende’s stirring memoir of 
returning to Santiago after years in 
exile is an appropriate introduction 

to Chile’s darkest days under the 
dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet.

 B For airfares and packages to 
Santiago call Qantas Holidays on 
1300 339 543 or visit qantas.com/
holidaysaustralianway

THE ESSENTIAL NERUDA: 
SELECTED POEMS 

(City Lights)
Chile is a nation of poets, but 
perhaps none more famous or 

infl uential than Nobel Prize-winning 
Santiaguino Pablo Neruda.

TRAVELS IN A THIN COUNTRY
Sara Wheeler (Modern Library)

Wheeler’s 4300km romp through 
Chile, including an extended stay in 

Santiago, is an astute introduction to 
the country, its history and people.

Ballet at Teatro 
Municipal (7pm)

O'Higgins, gam.cl) stages contemporary 
dance and cutting-edge theatre; Teatro 
Municipal (794 Agustinas, municipal.cl) 
invites the world’s top talent in ballet, 
opera and orchestra – not to mention 
tango and fl amenco – to perform in its 
ornate neoclassical building. Enjoy a 
show before heading off to bohemian 
Bellavista for a late dinner.

21:30 
The cuisine of Chile is little-known 
beyond its borders, but there’s 
movement afoot in Santiago to 
reimagine its culinary catalogue using 
ingredients favoured by this stringbean 
country’s indigenous people. Peumayen 
(136 Constitución, peumayenchile.cl) is 
one of a handful of new restaurants at 
the forefront of reawakening Chile’s 
ancestral food. A fi rst course is served, 
sampler-style, on a slate, arranged 
geographically by source from the north 
of Chile to the south. Go in with an open 
mind and be surprised how much you 
like horse carpaccio with toasted fl our, 
or braised oxtail stuffed into a fried crust 
of milcao (a potato pancake from the 
Chiloé archipelago). It may sound like 
a voyage into the culinary wilderness, 
but Peumayen is one of Santiago’s 
top-ranked restaurants for a reason.

TEATRO MUNICIPAL 
INVITES THE 
WORLD’S TOP 

TALENT IN BALLET, 
OPERA, TANGO AND 

FLAMENCO
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